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CHILDREN AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BILL 2003 
Third Reading 

MS S.M. McHALE (Thornlie - Minister for Community Development, Women’s Interests, Seniors and Youth) 
[4.38 pm]:  I move - 

That the Bill be now read a third time.  

MS S.E. WALKER (Nedlands) [4.38 pm]:  The Liberal Party opposes this Bill for the reasons I outlined 
extensively during earlier debate.  We do not believe that the children in this State will be given maximum 
protection under this legislation, particularly under clauses such as clause 28.  The Government has not outlined 
in the Bill the meaning of emotional, psychological, sexual and physical abuse.  Even if it had done so, there is 
now a significant bar to the State intervening for the care and protection of children when they are subject to 
abuse.  

The Opposition was disappointed with the title of the Bill when it was introduced with fanfare by the Premier.  It 
was hailed as a historic child protection Bill.  However, the Government has been too embarrassed to include the 
word “protection” in the title of the Bill.  The Bill does not reflect the values and beliefs of members of the 
Liberal Party when it comes to the level of intervention that should be sought to protect our children.  It amends 
the Child Welfare Act, which as we acknowledged during debate is antiquated in its language.  However, anyone 
who reads the Act would know immediately how to identify when a child is in need of care and protection.  We 
have had to fight our way through many clauses in this Bill to get to something that relates to child protection.  
Additionally, this Bill was introduced last year.  It was introduced before the Crime and Misconduct 
Commission report was released in Queensland and it does not take account of the findings in that report about 
the running of the department in that State and the need to refocus on child protection and child safety.  It 
emerged during the debate that we could not get many statistics from the minister.  For instance, she did not 
know what ratio of case files to workers was needed in the department.  The minister could not tell us about a lot 
of statistics, such as what socioeconomic groups the children in care came from - basic statistics.  We are not 
even sure how the files or records are kept at the Department for Community Development in Western Australia.  
The rules and regulations for foster carers were not included in the Bill; they will be made up somewhere else.  
The Opposition did support some aspects of the Bill, but in our view the crucial aspect of child protection did not 
go far enough.  It is a very disappointing Bill and we do not support it. 

MS S.M. McHALE (Thornlie - Minister for Community Development, Women’s Interests, Seniors and Youth) 
[4.41 pm]:  I find the Opposition’s position, as expressed by the member for Nedlands, to be quite extraordinary.  
However, those opposite have put on the public record that they oppose this Bill.  This Bill is a good piece of 
legislation.  It is recognised as a good and necessary piece of legislation by those people who are concerned 
about child protection and about having a modern legal framework for it.  I can only assume that those opposite 
still do not understand this Bill, but for them to say that they oppose the Bill - after having first tried to take 
credit for it - and then to say that they recognise that it is a well overdue piece of legislation is quite 
extraordinary.  For the Opposition to oppose the Bill at the end of a very long and protracted debate, after 
spending many hours going through the legislation, is just extraordinary.  However, I feel confident that those 
who really care about children and about having a modern piece of legislation do support it.  That includes the 
Children’s, Youth and Family Agencies Association; COLD - culturally or linguistically diverse - communities; 
and the people working with Aboriginal children, who are disproportionately represented in care.  I know that 
they support the efforts of this Government to work through this very difficult area of social justice and policy 
and to actually bring in a piece of legislation.  It may not be seen as perfect - I do not think I have seen a perfect 
piece of legislation yet - but it is a good piece of legislation and it is recognised as such. 

Mr R.C. Kucera:  Will the minister take an interjection?  I am pleased, after 35 years of dealing with children, 
that at long last the Government has answered their plea for help.  This is an excellent piece of legislation.  No 
piece of legislation can prevent totally the abuse of children, but I commend the minister, her staff and those 
people who have had to sit through the bigotry of the past few weeks for at least bringing things into play.  Well 
done, minister. 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I appreciate that.   

The member for Nedlands relied very heavily on the Queensland Crime and Misconduct Commission report.  
That was a commission of inquiry into a parlous state in Queensland.  The member should not try to replicate 
that for Western Australia, because some very detailed work is being done in this State to improve the overall 
service delivery for children in care.  I make the point again: notwithstanding Queensland having a children’s 
commission, mandatory reporting and other things, it still needed to have an inquiry into the management of 
children in care. 
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I thank the member for Kingsley, the member for Churchlands and, indeed, the member for Nedlands for 
spending a degree of time analysing the Bill and questioning me - rightly so - on the intent and purpose of the 
Bill, because as the member for Churchlands in particular has said - and I agree with her - this has been one of 
the most important pieces of legislation to come into this Parliament.  The amount of time spent on the Bill 
perhaps reflects that.  Whilst at times debate has been very protracted, it has been necessary to get on the public 
record the nuances and the importance of this Bill.  I thank all members who appreciate the importance of this 
Bill and the work that my department has done.  I put on record my thanks for the sterling efforts of the staff of 
the Department for Community Development, many of whom never thought they would see such a Bill come 
into Parliament, because they did not previously have a Government with the political guts to introduce such a 
piece of legislation.  This Government did, and that speaks volumes for what it is trying to do for vulnerable, 
disadvantaged people in our State. 

Question put and passed. 

Bill read a third time and transmitted to the Council. 
 


